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Special Thank You to Our Hosts 

Host Site Coordinator 

Les Linegar 

Special Thanks To: 

Treasure Valley Community College, Ontario High School, 

Ontario FFA Alumni, Kitamura Family 

and Merie Linegar 

OVATA Leadership 

President 

JD Cant, Imbler High School 
 

President-Elect 

Wes Crawford, Sutherlin High School 
 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Nichole Gregory, Madras High School 
 

Newsletter Editor 

Bibiana Gifft, Crane Union High School 
 

Past President 

Sam Herringshaw, Rogue River High School 
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Agenda 

Tuesday June 17, 2014 

Attire:  Teaching/Business Casual 

7:30-8:30 am  Registration - TVCC Weese 110 

8:30-9:00 am  Welcome/Introductions  

9:00-9:55am  Workshop Sessions I—see p5 

10:00-10:55pm Workshop Sessions II—see p5 

11:00-12:00pm Workshop Sessions III—see p5 

12:00-1:00pm  Lunch—TVCC Weese 110 

1:00-5:00pm  Tours—Bayer and Parma Ag Exper. Station 

   Please carpool; proper attire required 

5:00-6:30pm  Dinner—Bayer Seed (formerly Nunhem’s) 

6:30-7:00pm  OVATA Business Session I 

7:00-9:00pm  Recreational Trap Shoot OR vs ID —Caldwell 
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OVATA Business Session I—Tuesday Evening 

 President’s Welcome  

 Welcome from Host Site - Ontario 

 Preview of Conference and Logistics 

Professional Development Sessions for  

Tuesday, June 17th at TVCC 

Session I— Tuesday 9:00-9:55  

 GIS and GPS Application in Ag/Nat Resources with Marcus Nich-

olsðVT 108 

 Economics of Animal Handling with Jared HigbyðTL 103 

 Vet Medicine CDE with Dr. Jack Walker, Sandy PorterðLivestock 

Barn 

 Foundation to Finish with Wade BlackðLivestock Arena 

 Flux Core Welding:  The How/What/Why with Kevin Campbellð

Welding Shop 

 AET Records & Accessing New Applications with Russell Ewellð

WTC 2 

 AgCN and Student SAE Engagement Updates with Ben Meyerð

WTC 3 

 

Session II— Tuesday 10:00-10:55  

 Same as Session I 

 

Session III— Tuesday 11:00-11:55 

 Same as Session I 
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Professional Development Workshop Descriptions 

For Tuesday, June 17th 

 GIS and GPS Application in Ag/Natural Resources—Room VT 108 

Learn the cheap and simple ways you can incorporate GIS and GPS into your 

classroom on a budget.  Presented by Marcus Nichols, Natural Resources 

Instructor, TVCC. 

 Economics of Livestock Handling—Room TL 103 

Money talks, a look at the cost of animal handling methods and decisions on 

livestock enterprise profitability.  Presented by Jared Higby, Ag Economics 

and Agribusiness Instructor, TVCC 

 Vet Med CDE—Livestock Barn 

An introduction to the Vet Med CDE, demonstrations and advice from a 

skilled veterinarian.  Presented by Dr Jack Walker, Veterinarian; Sandy Por-

ter, Animal Science Instructor, TVCC. 

 Foundation to Finish:  Horse Training—Livestock Arena 

Build a solid foundation, a look at how each stage of training builds on the 

next to produce a solid finished product.  Presented by Wade Black, Equine 

and Horse Skills Instructor, TVCC. 

 Flux Core Welding:  The How, the What, and the Why—Welding 

Shop 

A look into how, what, and why Flux Core should be integrated into welding 

programs.  Presented by Kevin Campbell, Welding Instructor, TVCC. 

 AET Record Keeping and Accessing New Award Applications—

Room WTC 2 

Covering SAE records with special attention to livestock management sys-

tems and setting up and accounting for different SAE types.  Note—AET 

workshops will also be available to OVATA members on Wednesday.  Pre-

sented by Russell Ewell, AET. 

 AgCN and Student SAE Engagement Updates—Room WTC 3 

In-depth look at AgCN and its functions as a dynamic roster management and 

student participation system, as well as new digital discovery, greenhand, and 

chapter FFA degrees.  Presented by Ben Meyer, Western US LPS Specialist, 

National FFA. 
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Wednesday, June 18, 2014 

7:30-8:00am  Breakfast - Ontario HS Commons 

8:00-9:30am  OVATA Business Session II - HS Commons  

9:30-10:00am National FFA Update - HS Commons 

10:00-10:15am Break 

10:15-11:05am Workshop Session IVðsee p8-9 

11:10-12:00pm OVATA Committee Meetings Session I 

 OSU CDE Days - Room 434 

 OVATA Prof. Development Programming - Room 322 

 Programs of Study - Room 323 

 CDE Committee - Room 433 

 OVATA Awards Selection - Room 435 

 

12:00-1:00pm Lunch - HS Commons 

1:00-1:50pm  Workshop Session Vðsee p8-9 

2:00-3:00pm  Workshop Session VIðsee p8-9 

3:30-6:30pm  Applied Skills/Team Building Activities  

6:30-8:00pm  Dinner - Armory 

8:00 pm  Yellow Dogs - Armory 
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Thursday, June 19, 2014 

7:30-8:00am  Refreshments - Ontario HS Commons 

8:00-8:40am  Business Session III—HS Commons  

8:45-9:40am  Workshop Session VIIðsee p8-9 

9:45-10:40am Workshop Session VIIIðsee p8-9 

10:45-11:40am Workshop Session IXðsee p8-9 

11:45-12:45pm Lunch - Ideas Unlimited  

12:55-1:25pm District Meetings 

1:30-2:00pm  Cohort Breakouts—HS Commons 

2:00-2:40pm  Committee Meetings Session 2 

 OVATA Political Action - Room 434 

 Ag Ed Outreach & Marketing - Room 322 

 State Fair/State FFA Convention - Room 323 

 OVATA Finance Audit & Budget - Room 435 

 CDE Committee (if needed) - Room 433 

 

2:45-5:00pm  Workshop SuperSession—SnapShots   

 2:45—3:15pm  Round Oneðsee page 10-11 

 3:20—3:50pm  Round Twoðsee page 10-11 

 3:55—4:25pm  Round Threeðsee page 10-11 

 4:30—5:00pm  Round Fourðsee page 10-11 

5:30-6:00pm Networking Social—Armory 

6:00-9:00pm OVATA 2014 Awards Banquet- Armory 
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Professional Development Sessions 

Session IV— Wednesday 10:20-11:10am 

 Farm to School Programs with Rick ShermanðRoom 323 

 Electricity Inquiry Lab with Meghan Biggs, Wes CrawfordðRoom 324/325 

 Marketing Your Greenhouse with Deb Bronken, Hort ServicesðRoom 433 

 Math Infusion in Ag with TBDðRoom 435 

 

Session V— Wednesday 1:00-1:50pm 

 AET Records & Accessing New Applications with Russell EwellðRoom 320 

 A New Forestry Curriculum For You with Norie Dimeo-EdigerðRoom 431 

 Greenhouse Management with Kristin KostmanðRoom 434 

 Program of Study with Dr Reynold GardnerðRoom 322 

 

Session VI— Wednesday 2:00-3:00pm 

 AET Records & Accessing New Applications with Russell EwellðRoom 320 

 A New Forestry Curriculum For You with Norie Dimeo-EdigerðRoom 431 

 Marketing Your Greenhouse with Deb Bronken, Hort ServicesðRoom 433 

 Program of Study with Dr Reynold GardnerðRoom 322 

 

Session VII— Thursday 8:45-9:40am 

 Website Building You Can Do (in TWO HOURS) with Wes CrawfordðRoom 439 

 PEDV and What You Need to Know with Bryn JenssonðRoom 322 

 iCEV for You—Current Users with CEV MultimediaðRoom 440 

 Creating a Safe Partnership with SAIFðRoom 323 

 

Session VIII— Thursday 9:45-10:40am 

 Meats—Retail ID and More (2 HR SESSION) with Raymon SmithðRoom 433 

 iCEV for You—New Users with CEV MultimediaðRoom 440 

 Creating a Safe Partnership with SAIFðRoom 323 

 Website Building You Can Do (cont. from VII) with Wes CrawfordðRoom 439 

 

Session IX— Thursday 10:45-11:40am 

 PEDV and What You Need to Know with Bryn JenssonðRoom 322 

 Electricity Inquiry Lab with Meghan Biggs, Wes CrawfordðRoom 324/325 

 Math Infusion in Ag with TBDðRoom 435 

 Meats—Retail ID and More (cont. from VIII) with Raymon SmithðRoom 433 
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Professional Development Workshop Descriptions 

 Farm to School Programs—Wed 10:20-11:10, Room 323 

Learn about opportunities for Farm to School programs, school gardens, and support from ODE.  Rick Sher-

man, ODE Farm to School/School Garden Coordinator  

 Electricity Inquiry Lab—Wed 10:20-11:10, Thurs 10:50-11:40, Room 324/325 

Leave with a classroom ready kit to teach DC electricity, batteries, and more in an engaging and inquiry-based 

way that teaches electricity through STEM.  Meghan Biggs (Henley HS) and Wes Crawford (Sutherlin HS).  

 Marketing Your Greenhouse—Wed 10:20-11:10, 2:00-3:00, Room 433 

Find out and share new ways to innovatively market your greenhouse plant sales.  Participants are encouraged 

to bring a laptop or tablet!  Deb Bronken, Hort Services, Inc. 

 Math Infusion in Ag - Wed 10:20-11:10, Thurs 10:45-11:40, Room 435 

Study up on some math concepts, then work collaboratively to create classroom-ready problems or scenarios 

that incorporate math concepts such as finding angles in an applied manner. 

 AET Records & Accessing New Applications—Wed 1:00-1:50, 2:00-3:00, Room 320 

The session will cover SAE records with special attention to using the livestock management systems as well 

as setting up and accounting for research, placement and exploratory SAEs.   Russell Ewell, AET. 

 A New Forestry Curriculum For You—Wed 1:00-1:50, 2:00-2:50, Room 431 

The Oregon Forests Resource Institute (OFRI) supports forestry education throughout the state.  OFRI is cur-

rently developing a 12-week forestry curriculum that you can incorporate into your natural resource course-

work.  Find out more here!   Norie Dimeo-Ediger, Oregon Forest Resources Institute. 

 Greenhouse Management—Wed 1:00-1:50, Room 434 

Walk through the year of managing a successful greenhouse for both curriculum as well as plant sale fundrais-

ing with an experienced ag teacher.  Leave with an outline of how to manage your greenhouse!  Kristin Kost-

man, Crater HS. 

 Program of Study - Wed 1:00-1:50, 2:00-3:00, Room 322 

Workshop focused primarily for non-statewide Program of Study (POS) programs, but open to all who want to 

explore more the ins and outs of Oregon Department of Education POS program.  

 Website Building You Can Do (in TWO HOURS) - Thurs 8:45-10:40, Room 439 

This special Deep Dive session will use two hours to help you set-up and begin your own, modern FFA or AST 

program website.  Bring photos and any prepared content you wish!  Wes Crawford, Sutherlin HS.  

 iCEV Multimedia - Thurs 8:45-9:40, 9:45-10:40, Room 440 

This online, curriculum-on-demand delivery model allows for "anytime, anyplace" access to CEV's entire agri-

cultural science curriculum, as well as leadership develop event and career development event training materi-

als.  One session is intended for current or ready-to-sign up users, and one is for those unfamiliar with iCEV.   

However all are welcome to either one!  CEV Multimedia. 

 PEDV and What You Need to Know—Thurs 8:45-9:40, 10:45-11:40, Room 322 

Find out more about PEDV, biosecurity, and the most up-to-date information re:  swine and this highly conta-

gious disease.  Bryn Jensson, US Pork Board. 

 Creating a Safe Partnership—Thurs 8:45-9:40, 9:45-10:40, Room 323 

For the past 100 years, SAIF Corporation has been dedicated to the safety of Oregon Agricultural workers.  As 

part of that effort, SAIF recognized the impact and influence of Oregon FFA and recently joined FFA as a spon-

sor. In this session, safety professionals from SAIF will facilitate a discussion on how they can partner with 

vocational agricultural teachers to keep young workers safe and develop the safety leaders of tomorrow. Trevor 

Ansbro and Scott Brown, SAIF. 

 Meats CDE—Retail ID and More (Two Hour Block)- Thurs 9:45-11:40, Room 439 

This in-depth  look at how to teach retail identification, as well as other parts of meat science, will leave you 

ready to kick it up a notch in your classroom.  Raymon Smith, Echo School District. 

 

 

See page 10-11 for Snapshot Workshop Descriptions 
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SnapShots Workshops 

SnapShot Round 1—2:45-3:15pm 

 Parliamentary Procedure—Know The Difference with Rachel KostmanðRoom 

435 

 Basic Beekeeping with Jimmy ZamoraðRoom 324 

 What’s Your Advocacy Action Plan Nick Nelson, NAAEðRoom 323 

 SAE Best Practices ðRoom 433 

 

SnapShot Round 2—3:20-3:50pm 

 Parliamentary Procedure—Know The Difference with Rachel KostmanðRoom 

435 

 SAE Best PracticesðRoom 433 

 Agriculture...That’s Where!  Opportunities with Wilcoôs Agronomy TeamðRoom 

431 

 Using Music to Transform the Classroom Atmosphere with Dr Misty Lambertð

Room 322 

 

SnapShot Round 3—3:55-4:25pm 

 Basic Beekeeping with Jimmy ZamoraðRoom 324 

 Using Music to Transform the Classroom Atmosphere with Dr Misty Lambertð

Room 322 

 Proficiency-Based Grading:  What is It? with Jared CollinsðRoom 434 

 Professor Q&A with Dr. Katie DunlapðRoom 433 

 

SnapShot Round 4—2:45-3:15pm 

 What’s Your Advocacy Action Plan Nick Nelson, NAAEðRoom 323 

 Agriculture...That’s Where!  Opportunities with Wilcoôs Agronomy TeamðRoom 

431 

 Proficiency-Based Grading:  What is It? 

with Jared CollinsðRoom 434 

 Professor Q&A with Dr. Katie Dunlapð

Room 433 
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SnapShots Workshop Descriptions 

 Parliamentary Procedure Know the Difference—Snapshots Round 1, 2 

To change or not to change- explore the truths and myths of the National Parliamentary CDE 

format, compare it to Oregon's CDE, and together let's determine what is best for kids.   Rachel 

Kostman, Phoenix HS. 

 Basic Beekeeping—Snapshots Round 1, 3 

 Learn how to start your own hive and potentially introduce beekeeping as an individual or chap-

ter SAE project.  Jimmy Zamora, Burns HS. 

 What's Your Advocacy Action Plan? - Snapshots Round 1, 4 

The “W’s” of developing an Advocacy Plan for your program.  Nick Nelson, NAAE Region I Vice 

President. 

 SAE Best Practices—Snapshots Round 1, 2 

A brainstorming session of sharing best practices on how to best implement SAE.  Leave here 

with new ideas and strategies to improve the SAE in your program.   

 Agriculture...That’s Where!  Industry Overview and Opportunities Discus-

sion—Snapshots Round 2, 4 
Stop in for great insights from Wilco professionals as well as learn about opportunities for your 

program and your students.   Wilco Agronomy Team. 

 Using Music to Transform the Classroom Atmosphere—Snapshots Round 

2, 3 
The workshop will examine the tips and tricks for appropriate use of music in the classroom. 

Research will show how music can help to achieve effective outcomes, adjust attitudes and be-

haviors, and create more engagement.  Misty Lambert, OSU Agricultural Education.  

 Proficiency Based Grading—What is It? - Snapshots Round 3, 4 

This workshop will highlight what proficiency based grading is and the differences between it and 

a traditional based grading system. In addition we will cover the pros and cons to proficiency 

based grading and also how to implement it into your classroom. .  Jared Collins, Sherman Coun-

ty HS. 

 Q&A with the Professor - Snapshots 3, 4 

Q&A with Dr. Katie Dunlap, Texas A&M Professor and Crater High School Alum. 
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Mark Your Calendar: 

Fall OVATA Professional Development Conference 

October 10, 2014 - TBA, Oregon 

OVATA Standing Committees 

OSU CDE Days - Address comments and concerns regarding CDE Days including what 

works and what potential changes could be made to improve the events. 

State Fair/State FFA Convention - Open discussion regarding format and perennial con-

cerns regarding State Fair and State FFA Convention. What changes should be made and 

what elements should be enhanced. 

OVATA Professional Development Programming - What are the needs of the profes-

sion regarding professional development? Is OVATA providing enough support in this area 

for members and what should be done for future Fall and Summer Conferences. 

Program of Study Committee - This is a standing committee already defined by OVATA 

and this meeting is intended for business related to the committee orders. 

FFA CDE Committee - This is a standing committee for FFA already defined. The agenda 

will be provided by the Committee Chair and FFA Representative. 

OVATA Political Action - This committee is designed to coordinate efforts related to polit-

ical influence campaigns and targeted appeal efforts, such as legislative funding. 

AgEd Outreach and Marketing - How do we as agricultural educators market our pro-

grams and how can we created synergy as an OVATA body to promote our profession? 

Better outreach and marketing is the key to protecting our programs statewide and the 

resources we depend on. 

OVATA Finance Audit and Budget - Review bookkeeping procedures and oversee the 

financial accounting of OVATA funds. Proposed budget discussions and other financial 

planning issues will be discussed. 

OVATA Awards Selection - Review of applications and selection for Outstanding Pro-

gram, and Teacher  recognitions will be selected during this time. 

http://www.ovata.org/

