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Special Thank You to Our Hosts 

Host Site Coordinator 

Nichole Spearman-Eskelsen 

Thanks To: 

Yamhill-Carlton High School,  

Dayton High School,  

and Trevor DaSilva 

OVATA Leadership 

President 

Wes Crawford, Sutherlin High School 
 

President-Elect 

Kristin Kostman, Crater High School 
 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Nichole Gregory, Madras High School 
 

Newsletter Editor 

Bibiana Gifft, Crane Union High School 
 

Past President 

JD Cant, Imbler High School 
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Agenda 

Tuesday June 23, 2015 

Attire:  Appropriate to Your Deep Dive 

 

9:00-4:00pm  Deep Dive Sessions  

    Greenhouse Management—Dayton  

    High School, Mitch Coleman 

    Welding—YCHS Manufacturing, 

    Lincoln Electric  

    Forestry—YCHS, Oregon Forest  

    Resource Institute   

5:00pm-6:00pm Registration 

 Networking Social and Tour—sponsored by 

Oregon FFA Foundation—Quimby Pond B&B  

6:00-7:00pm  OVATA and FFA Foundation Joint Dinner— 

   Quimby Pond B&B  

7:00-8:00pm  Business Session I—Quimby Pond B&B 
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Wednesday, June 24, 2015 
Attire—Teaching 

7:30-8:00am  Registration & Refreshments-HS Commons 

8:00-9:00am  OVATA Business Session II - HS Commons  

9:00-9:30am  National FFA/Kevin Keith—Commons 

9:30-9:45am  Break 

9:45-10:35am Workshop Session I—see p6-7 

10:40-11:30am Workshop Session II—see p6-7 

11:35-12:15pm OVATA Committee Meetings Session I 

§ OSU CDE Days - Room 202 

§ OVATA Prof. Development Programming - Room 210 

§ Programs of Study - Room 212 

§ CDE Committee - Room 201 

§ OVATA Awards Selection - Room 203 

 

12:15-1:00pm Lunch - HS Commons 

1:05-1:55pm  Workshop Session III—see p6-7 

2:00-3:00pm  Workshop Session IV—see p6-7 

3:30-6:00pm  Applied Skills/Team Building Activities 

(attire—   casual) 

6:30-8:00pm  Dinner & YD - Wildhaberôs 
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Thursday, June 25, 2015 
Attire—Teaching 

7:30-8:00am  Refreshments—HS Commons 

8:00-9:00am  Business Session III—HS Commons 

9:00-11:00am Tours  

11:00-11:40am Committee Session II 

§ OVATA Political Action - Room 201 

§ Ag Ed Outreach & Marketing - Room 202 

§ State Fair/State FFA Convention - Rm 210 

§ OVATA Finance Audit & Budget - Room 212 

§ CDE Committee (if needed) - Room 203 

 

11:45-12:45pm Lunch - Ideas Unlimited  

1:00-1:45pm  Workshop Session V 

1:50-3:35pm  Workshop SuperSession—SnapShots  
 1:50—2:20pm  Round One—see page 9-10 

 2:25—2:55pm  Round Two—see page 9-10 

 3:00—3:30pm  Round Three—see page 9-10 

   

3:40-4:30pm  Workshop Session VI  

5:30-6:00pm  Networking Social—Ken Wright Tasting 

   Room  (attire—business) 

6:00-9:00pm  OVATA 2015 Awards Banquet—Ken 

   Wright Cellars Tasting Room 
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 Session I— Wednesday 9:45-10:35am 

¶ Viticulture with Mark Gould, Head Vineyard Manager for Ken Wright Cellars—Vineyard 

¶ Parli-Pro- Teaching for the Classroom with Rachel Kostman, Oakland HS—Rm 202 

¶ There’s more to DNA than its shape? with Meghan Biggs, Henley HS and Leah Smith, Hermiston 

HS—Rm 212 

¶ Asexual Propagation with Mitch Coleman, Dayton HS —Rm 210 

Session II— Wednesday 10:40-11:30am 

¶ Asexual Propagation with Mitch Coleman, Dayton HS —Rm 210 

¶ Proficiency-Based Teaching and Learning- The Nuts and Bolts with Nichole Gregory, Madras 

HS —Rm 201 

¶ There’s more to DNA than its shape? with Meghan Biggs, Henley HS and Leah Smith, Hermiston 

HS—Rm 212 

¶ AET for Everyone with Meghan Biggs, Henley HS; JD Cant, Imbler HS; Stephanie Scholfield, Enter-

prise HS; and Traci Dulany, Mountain View (Bend) HS—Lab 107 

Session III— Wednesday 1:05-1:55pm 

¶ Vet Science Part 1-Try Your Hand at Vet Science with Dr. Heather Baumholtz, Jenni Adams, Vet 

Tech, and Sarah McArthur, Silverton HS—Rm 212 

¶ Inside Oregon's Forest: New Forestry Curriculum with Julie Woodward and Norie Dimeo-Ediger, 

OFRI—Rm 203 

¶ Edible Electrodes with Jim Miller, Crater HS and Sam Herringshaw, Rogue River HS —Rm 201 

¶ Program of Study Part I with Dr. Reynold Gardner, ODE —Library 

Session IV— Wednesday 2:00-3:00 

¶ Edible Electrodes with Jim Miller, Crater HS and Sam Herringshaw, Rogue River HS —Rm 201 

¶ AET for Everyone with Meghan Biggs, Henley HS; JD Cant, Imbler HS; Stephanie Scholfield, Enter-

prise HS; and Traci Dulany, Mountain View (Bend) HS—Lab 107 

¶ Program of Study Part II with Dr. Reynold Gardner, ODE —Library 

¶ Parli-Pro- Teaching for the Classroom with Rachel Kostman, Oakland HS—Rm 202 

Session V— Thursday 1:00-1:45pm 

¶ Vet Science Part 2-The Team Event  with Dr. Heather Baumholtz, Jenni Adams, Vet Tech, and 

Sarah McArthur, Silverton HS —Rm 202 

¶ Protect Your PB & J or Sandwiching STEM in CASE Food Science & Safety (FSS)  with Seth 

Stoddard, Woodburn HS—Rm 212 

¶ Using Genetically Modified Plants to Teach Science in the Classroom with William J. Moar, IRM 

Cross-crop Pipeline Lead, Monsanto —Rm 210 

¶ Master-“Ring" the art of Differentiation with Misty Lambert & Josh Stewart, OSU Ag Ed—Rm 203 

Super Session Snapshots— Thursday 1:50-3:35pm 

¶ "Not my monkey, Not my circus"  with Nichole Eskelsen, Yamhill-Carlton HS; Leah Smith, Hermis-

ton HS; and Becky Bates, Cascade HS—Rm 207 

¶ Advocacy and Agricultural Education with Kevin Keith, National FFA Local Program Success 

Team Leader —Rm 206 

¶ Program Marketing, Off the Beaten Track with Dr. Barry Croom, Oregon State Univ—Rm 201 

¶ What You Need to Know About the Program of Study with Dr. Reynold Gardner, ODE—Library 

¶ Grants—It’s All About the Why with Wes Crawford, Sutherlin HS—Rm 212 

Session VI— Thursday 3:40-4:30pm 

¶ Using Genetically Modified Plants to Teach Science in the Classroom with William J. Moar, IRM 

Cross-crop Pipeline Lead, Monsanto—Rm 210 

¶ Master-“Ring" the art of Differentiation with Dr. Misty Lambert & Josh Stewart, OSU—Rm 203 

¶ What’s That Made With?  or Label your Lasagna with Seth Stoddard, Woodburn HS—Rm 212 

¶ Proficiency-Based Teaching and Learning with Nichole Gregory, Madras HS—Rm 201 
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Professional Development Workshop Descriptions 
¶ Viticulture: You will learn the basics of vineyard management in the Yamhill Carlton 

HS vineyard.This will be a hands on approach to develop the basic understanding of the ins 

and outs of a vineyard. Presenter:  Mark Gould, Head Vineyard Manager for Ken Wright 

Cellars 

¶ Parli-Pro- Teaching for the Classroom: This workshop is designed for the beginning 

ag-teacher, to become accustomed to teaching basics of Parli-Pro, while introducing con-

cepts of the CDE.  This is not a way to "teach the contest" but to teach basic parliamentary 

skills that will serve our students well in the real-world.  Presenter:  Rachel Kostman, Oak-

land HS 

¶ There’s more to DNA than its shape?: Always teaching DNA, but never going more in-

depth than its shape?  We will be demonstrating a hands-on modeling approach that makes 

the complex chemistry of DNA/RNA protein synthesis easily understood and applied!  Pre-

senters: Meghan Biggs, Henley HS and Leah Smith, Hermiston HS 

¶ Asexual Propagation: If you have a horticulture/greenhouse program this is the work-

shop for you.  The methods of the ABCôs and 123ôs of asexual propagation will be demon-

strated to you in this workshop.  You will gain valuable skills to take back to your classrooms 

that will be hands on an applicable in any agriculture program.  Presenter:  Mitch Coleman, 

Dayton HS 

¶ Proficiency-Based Teaching and Learning- The Nuts and Bolts: On the path of profi-

ciency-based education?  Learn, share, and explore the teaching, learning, and assessment 

strategies implemented at Madras High School and how they are improving  student 

achievement.  From techniques utilized for communicating learning targets and student 

progress to personalizing the learning experience for students, come discover how your 

current practices can be  enhanced by Proficiency Based Teaching and Learning and walk 

away with a wealth of proficiency- based resources utilized within the Madras High School 

Ag program.  Presenter:  Nichole Gregory, Madras HS 

¶ AET for Everyone: Bring your laptops or tablets and be prepared to learn the inôs and 

outôs of AET record keeping online system.  You will be divided into groups based on your 

level of experience in this interactive question and answer workshop.  Presenters: Meghan 

Biggs, Henley HS; JD Cant, Imbler HS; Stephanie Scholfield, Enterprise HS; and Traci 

Dulany, Mountain View (Bend) HS 

¶ Vet Science Part 1-Try Your Hand at Vet Science: The ins and outs of team prepara-

tion and a chance to try out the practicums with a professional will help you add a vet sci-

ence unit, team, or components to your existing animal science program.  Presenters:  Dr. 

Heather Baumholtz, Jenni Adams, Vet Tech, and Sarah McArthur, Silverton HS 

¶ Inside Oregon's Forest: New Forestry Curriculum: Because we depend so profoundly 

on our forests, being knowledgeable about them is crucial for all Oregonians. We need to 

understand not only how they work, but also how we are connected to them ecologically, 

economically and socially.  Attend this session and receive the new 12 -week curriculum on 

forestry that provides engaging, standards-based lessons. Many of the activities will help 

prepare your class for related career development events. Learn more about the proposed 

Natural Resources Program of Study, a partnership with ODE.  Presenters: Julie Woodward 

and Norie Dimeo-Ediger, OFRI 
  

Continued on Page 8 
 

 

See page 10 for Snapshot Workshop Descriptions 
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Professional Development Workshop Descriptions 
¶ Program of Study Part II (Statewide POS focus): What has changed in the Statewide 

Program of Study.  Based upon the collective input from Team AgEd (Statewide Advisory 

Committee), Community College Agriculture Departmental Leads and Regional Coordina-

tors, we will discuss the changes, process, webinar dates and final submission.  There will 

be 6 webinars and a work session at the 2016 OVATA Summer Conference.  This session 

will jump start the process.  Presenter: Dr. Reynold Gardner, ODE 

¶ Vet Science Part 2-The Team Event: Put to practice your knowledge from workshop 

Part 1 or just join us for the team event.  You will learn, see and try this coming yearôs team 

activity and hear tips and critiques from our visiting veterinary professional.  Presenters:  Dr. 

Heather Baumholtz, Jenni Adams, Vet Tech, and Sarah McArthur, Silverton HS 

¶ Protect Your PB & J or Sandwiching STEM in CASE Food Science & Safety (FSS) 

 Are you looking for ways to engage your students in the fascinating world of food? Do you 

want to impress your administration by purposefully integrating STEM into your agriscience 

classroom?  This workshop will introduce you to the hands on student directed learning 

you will find in the CASE FSS curriculum. Similar to the ñEgg Drop Challengeò, this activity 

combines budgeting, engineering, marketing, and decision making skills into package de-

sign for Americaôs favorite sandwich: The PB& J.  Participants will walk away with ready-to-

use lesson plans & an understanding of how CASE courses engage and excite learners.   

Concepts directly relate to the Food Science CDE Team Activity.  

Presenter:  Seth Stoddard, Woodburn HS 

¶ Using Genetically Modified Plants to Teach Science in the Classroom: This workshop 

will introduce resources available to educators from Monsanto that will help teach scientific 

concepts involved with Agriculture Biotechnology using genetically modified plants as tools.  

Presenter:  William J. Moar,IRM Cross-crop Pipeline Lead, Monsanto  

¶ Master-“Ring" the Art of Differentiation: This interactive workshop will have you tai-

loring your instructional plans to reach and teach every learner in your classroom with the 

same lesson. To borrow from Tolkein: One lesson plan to rule them all, One lesson plan to 

find them, One lesson plan to bring them all and from the darkness enlighten them.ò Pre-

senter:s  Dr. Misty Lambert & Josh Stewart, Oregon State University 

¶ What’s That Made With?  or Label your Lasagna: When food scientists develop a new 

food product, it is their responsibility to ensure proper labeling on the packages. To do that, 

a scientist must be aware of each ingredient in the food product. Not only does he or she 

need to know the ingredients but the nutritional information for each ingredient.  In this activ-

ity, participants will assume the role of an FFA member who is bringing a dish to a potluck or 

dessert auction.  From a recipe, participants will learn to calculate nutrients & make an au-

thentic nutrition label, which will not only impress your banquet guests, but allow them to 

make informed dietary decisions. Bring your own device for this hands-on work-

shop.  Concepts directly relate to the Food Science CDE Team Activity.  Presenter:  Seth 

Stoddard, Woodburn HS 

 

See page 10 for Snapshot Workshop Descriptions 
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Super Session SnapShot Workshops 

SnapShot Rounds 1– 1:50-2:20pm 

¶ "Not My Monkey, Not My Circus": XLR8 Presenters:  Nichole Eskelsen, 

Yamhill-Carlton HS; Leah Smith, Hermiston HS; and Becky Bates, Cascade 

HS 

¶ Advocacy and Agricultural Education: Presenter:  Kevin Keith, Nation-

al FFA Local Program Success Team Leader  

¶ Program Marketing, Off the Beaten Track: Presenter:  Dr. Barry Croom, 

Oregon State University 

¶ What You Need to Know About the Program of Study: Presenter: Dr. 

Reynold Gardner, ODE 

 

SnapShot Rounds 2– 2:25-2:55pm 

¶ "Not My Monkey, Not My Circus": XLR8 Presenters:  Nichole Eskelsen, 

Yamhill-Carlton HS; Leah Smith, Hermiston HS; and Becky Bates, Cascade 

HS 

¶ Advocacy and Agricultural Education: Presenter:  Kevin Keith, Nation-

al FFA Local Program Success Team Leader  

¶ Program Marketing, Off the Beaten Track: Presenter:  Dr. Barry Croom, 

Oregon State University 

¶ What You Need to Know About the Program of Study: Presenter: Dr. 

Reynold Gardner, ODE 

¶ Grants—It’s All About the Why Presenter:  Wes Crawford, Sutherlin HS 
 

SnapShot Rounds 3– 3:00-3:30pm 

¶ "Not My Monkey, Not My Circus": XLR8 Presenters:  Nichole Eskelsen, 

Yamhill-Carlton HS; Leah Smith, Hermiston HS; and Becky Bates, Cascade 

HS 

¶ Advocacy and Agricultural Education: Presenter:  Kevin Keith, Nation-

al FFA Local Program Success Team Leader  

¶ Program Marketing, Off the Beaten Track: Presenter:  Dr. Barry Croom, 

Oregon State University 

¶ What You Need to Know About the 

Program of Study: Presenter: Dr. 

Reynold Gardner, ODE 

¶ Grants—It’s All About the Why Pre-

senter:  Wes Crawford, Sutherlin HS 
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Super Session SnapShots Workshop Descriptions 

 
Each SnapShot will be presented multiple times, so you will be able to 

attend three out of the five SnapShops! 

 

¶ "Not my Monkey, Not my Circus": The focus of this snapshot will be to iden-

tify the roles we play and how to create a less hectic life.  We will identify perform-

ers in our world that can take roles for us, learn to let go of acts that are hindering 

progress and move forward successful, stress free.   XLR8 Presenters:  Nichole 

Eskelsen, Yamhill-Carlton HS; Leah Smith, Hermiston HS; and Becky Bates, Cas-

cade HS 

¶ Advocacy and Agricultural Education: Advocacy is of primary importance 

to the long term success and support of agricultural education at the local, state 

and national level.  This session will consider some practical ways to integrate 

and implement an advocacy effort and leverage your resources and support 

groups to positively impact agricultural education from the local to state and na-

tional levels.   Presenter:  Kevin Keith, National FFA Local Program Success 

Team Leader 

¶ Program Marketing, Off the Beaten Track: Program marketing is essential to 

building community support for our AST programs, and for recruiting and retaining 

students. Everything that we do in our programs create a marketing message. 

This session identifies some of the offbeat or nontraditional ways that teachers 

build support for their programs, and examines aspects of our programs that may 

work against our marketing efforts.  Presenter:  Dr. Barry Croom, OSU 

¶ What You Need to Know About the Program of Study: If you missed Part 1 

and Part 2 of the Program of Study workshops you need to be here to get the 

inside scoop on your program of study.  Dr. Gardner will answer your questions of 

what to expect for future changes, webinars, and more!  Presenter: Dr. Reynold 

Gardner, ODE 

¶ Grants-It’s All About the Why— What grant applications get funded?  Which 

donôtô?  Where can I apply?  What does it take?  What do I when I do get a grant?  

Learn how to prepare winning applications, where to apply, and WHY committees 

select the projects they do.  Leave with a plan for your next grant project!    

Presenter: Wes Crawford, Sutherlin HS 
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Mark Your Calendar: 

Fall OVATA Professional Development Conference 

October 8-9, 2015 - TBA, Oregon 

OVATA Standing Committees 

OSU CDE Days - Address comments and concerns regarding CDE Days including what 

works and what potential changes could be made to improve the events. 

State Fair/State FFA Convention - Open discussion regarding format and perennial con-

cerns regarding State Fair and State FFA Convention. What changes should be made and 

what elements should be enhanced. 

OVATA Professional Development Programming - What are the needs of the profes-

sion regarding professional development? Is OVATA providing enough support in this area 

for members and what should be done for future Fall and Summer Conferences. 

Program of Study Committee - This is a standing committee already defined by OVATA 

and this meeting is intended for business related to the committee orders. 

FFA CDE Committee - This is a standing committee for FFA already defined. The agenda 

will be provided by the Committee Chair and FFA Representative. 

OVATA Political Action - This committee is designed to coordinate efforts related to polit-

ical influence campaigns and targeted appeal efforts, such as legislative funding. 

AgEd Outreach and Marketing - How do we as agricultural educators market our pro-

grams and how can we created synergy as an OVATA body to promote our profession? 

Better outreach and marketing is the key to protecting our programs statewide and the 

resources we depend on. 

OVATA Finance Audit and Budget - Review bookkeeping procedures and oversee the 

financial accounting of OVATA funds. Proposed budget discussions and other financial 

planning issues will be discussed. 

OVATA Awards Selection - Review of applications and selection for Outstanding Pro-

gram, and Teacher  recognitions will be selected during this time. 

http://www.ovata.org/
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Business Session Agendas 

 

Session I—Tuesday Evening       

1—Welcome 
2—Logistics 
3—Reports 
 - Oregon FFA 
 - Oregon FFA Foundation 
 - Oregon FFA Alumni 
 - NAAE  

Session II—Wednesday Morning       

1—Introductions 

2—Words from SAIF 

3—Nominations 

4—OVATA Representatives on Boards 

5—Reports 

 - Ag in the Classroom 

 - Oregon State University Ag Ed 

 - Team Ag Ed 

 - Oregon Department of Education 

Session III—Thursday Morning       

1—Elections 

 President-Elect:___________________________ 

 

 Secretary-Treasurer:___________________________ 

 

 Newsletter Editor:___________________________ 

 Fall Conference 2015 Host:___________________________ 

 Summer Conference 2016 Host:___________________________ 

 

2—New Business 

3—Statewide Program of Study announcements 

Notes: 


