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Greetings and Happy May!!
With May brings the usual frenzy of banquets, CDE days, and plant
sales, not to mention finishing up state testing, the never ending rescheduling of softball and baseball games, and finals. But with
May, also comes the realization that June is in sight. When I wrote
my first Ol’Yeller, back in August, we were all fresh with enthusiasm and rested from the summer. My challenge to you then was to
find one thing, you could do every day, to make your classroom a
better place. When times get busy, and the end is in sight, do we
remember that challenge, or do we run from event to event and forget to slow down and remember what’s important?
I just had the opportunity to attend Region 1 conference in Sheridan, the last week in April.
While this was the prelude to the busiest month of the year, it gave me a good opportunity to
slow down and reflect. As we waited at PDX, to catch our flight to Billings, the weather report was extreme snow and closed roads. The questions loomed of whether or not we’d even
make it to Sheridan. As it turns out, roads were fine, and we arrived without issues. The conference, as always, was a great chance to network with our colleagues from Region 1. In doing so, we shared stories and gained ideas of how to survive this crazy profession of AgTeaching. Workshops provided insight for all of us to continue developing professionally,
and the tours were amazing; its always refreshing to look at the world from a new perspective. Often times we get so wrapped up in our hectic day to day schedule, jumping from class
to class and CDE to CDE, that we forget to notice the rest of the world around us. As we sat
at lunch Thursday afternoon, and the snow continued to fall with no end in sight, the questions returned, of whether or not we’d be making it back to Billings and back to Oregon the
following day. Alas, we survived. We made it back to the comforts of Oregon; for me, that
meant my daughter’s birthday party Saturday, and lamb practice Sunday. And welcome to
May, I’ve been running ever since.
However, as I reflect, and think about the week of networking in Sheridan, snow and all, I’m
reminded to stop. We need to remember that when “snow happens”, or any other unexpected
event that consumes us this time of year, we need to stop, slow down, and know that everything’s going to be okay! Students will still arrive at 8 am, they will still learn life lessons
whether or not they win the blue banner, and we will still be making a difference. So, in our
last month, what are you doing every day, to continue making a difference? And more importantly, what are you doing every day to keep yourself enthusiastic in this amazing profession that changes every day? See you in Tillamook!

Rachel Kostman
OATA President 2016-2017
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Summer Conference
The 2017 OATA Summer
Conference will be held in
Tillamook, Oregon
June 20-22, 2017

Check Out Where You
Are in Your Career:

www.naae.org/lifecycle

Hayden Bush has reserved
a room block at the Shilo
for about $95/night + tax,
and there is a room block
at the Western Royal. (No
rate was provided, typically
$60-70). Hayden also suggests renting beach houses
- Oceanside and Netarts
are two rental companies
within 10-15 miles of

conference.

View from the Porch
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“How is retirement?” The question that starts a conversation with those I have not seen for a while. My
general response is ” very good, I highly recommend it when you are ready, I have not had a boring day
yet.” I do have a bit more time to sit on the porch, pet the dog, play with my cars, (I did buy a new Corvette
so some road trips are in the works), work on the yard, serve on the Deschutes County land use planning
commission, substitute for a few specific teachers on occasion, drink some good beer, and reflect. Life is
good!!!
I do enjoy keeping in contact with the Ag teachers. It’s interesting to hear the trials and tribulations of
performing in a great profession. They really have not changed all that much over the years. Budget issues,
paper work, parents, students, time commitment, meetings, administrators, and on and on. Still the best
profession one can have, I always found the positives out-weighed the negatives. I never had a regret about
my career as an Ag teacher.
To me, as an old dog, it is important not to be kenneled continuously on the porch. Being asked to work on
the state soils CDE with Don Schmidt in October was especially enjoyable, also working with Jimmy
Zamora on a sectional Parliamentary procedure contest during the late winter season was a nice
opportunity to keep in touch I appreciate being asked to assist in FFA activities, social events, and for my
thoughts on occasion. I would encourage all ag teachers to invite the old dogs to get off the porch and
assist and provide appropriate assistance whenever possible.
I had the opportunity to visit Disney Land with my youngest granddaughter last spring. While she was
riding the Merry-go-round, for several turns, changing horses each time, I reflected on how that amusement
ride is actually quite similar to the Ag teaching profession. The career is pretty much always revolving
(like the Merry-go-round) throughout the year, as an Ag teacher you just get to change focus, (find a
different horse) with each seasonal CDE, annual chapter event, state and/or national event. It is a super
ride. Enjoy it!
When you head to your Merry-go-round site tomorrow, or that next FFA horse on the carousel, keep in
mind that mediocrity may be easy, but it is not very fulfilling or rewarding.
Always….. “Aim High and Stick to Your Post “
Dale Crawford reporting from the porch
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From Lee:
As we gear up to continue a very busy spring and prepare for the end of another school year we continue to see
growth in FFA membership numbers and hope to be able continue to grow our FFA programs to match.

Thank you to all of the advisors that served as committee advisors and coordinators, CDE superintendents, and
those that assisted us in the office with various projects throughout convention, Emily and I know that without you
all being willing to serve in those roles, programs would not run as smoothly. Convention 2018 will be March 2326 at Deschutes Fair & Expo Center in Redmond again.
The newly elected state officer team has already completed their first training and are busy preparing to graduate,
prepping for leadership camps and OSU CDE Days. We are excited to watch them as they grow throughout the
next year.
As we all prepare for summer, be on the lookout for state fair information to come out mid-May. As you are all
aware, we have combined show schedules with Oregon 4-H. While we will show separately, we will house both
organizations together in the 4-H/FFA barn. The schedule is new and different, but we are excited about the possibilities four our members to showcase their projects in a different setting. We continually find out new things each
week.

As Emily departs, we wish her the best in her new position at Willamette Eggs. We are preparing for some big
changes in the FFA State Office and will be releasing a job description and application shortly. Until we fill the
position, we ask for your patience and support of our limited staffing resources.

We all know that in the State FFA Office, we like to keep you updated with lots of emails, and as we
continue to do, please make sure as job shuffling happens and/or new teachers are hired within your district, to let us know so that we can keep our contact lists updated.
And finally, good luck to each of you and your chapter members as you prepare for spring career development events and your upcoming banquets. We wish each of you the very best!!

For years teachers have been exchanging classroom and teaching ideas. This is what keeps the
agricultural

education programs alive and teach-

ers enthusiastic. Share your Idea and be recognizes
for developing and

classroom, SAE or FFA inno-

vations with colleges.

Ideas Unlimited—Summer Conference 2017

Rick Sherman,
The 2016
Ideas Unlimited Winner
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2017 Region I
Conference in
Sheridan, Wyoming
Recap...
2017 Summer
Conference
Registration
is open
Register at
ovata.org

Below: Kings Ropes gave a demonstration on
how their ropes are made. Above: Jim Jackson
designs beautiful custom leatherwork for
Kings Saddlery.

Tour of the Mountain Meadow Wool Mill

Did You Know???
OATA has a
Facebook Page!
You will find all the
exciting happenings
at conference this
summer on one wall!

Sheridan College commodities trading classroom, complete with an impressive stock market

OREON

AGRICULTURE

TEACHERS

ASSOCIATION
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2016-2017 OATA Leadership
President
Rachel Kostman, Oakland High School
PO Box 479 / 521
Oakland, OR 97462
541.459.2597
Rachel.kostman@oakland.k12.or.us
President-Elect
Toby Koehn, Joseph High School
PO Box 787
Joseph, OR 97846
541.432.7311
toby.koehn@staff.josephcharter.org
Past President
Kristin Kostman, Crater High School
655 N 3rd St
Central point, OR 97502
541.494.6300
Kristin.kostman@district6.org
Secretary/Treasurer
Megan Biggs, Henley High School
8245 HWY 39
Klamath Falls, OR 976603
541.883.5040
biggsm@kcsd.k12.or.us

Tom Balding had a
great tour of his facilities where he creates
his amazing bits and
spurs….and much
more!

Newsletter Editor
Nita Bozarth, Hood River Valley High School
1220 Indian Creek Rd
Hood River, OR 97031
541.386.4500
nita.bozarth@hoodriver.k12.or.us

http://www.oata.org
facebook.com/OregonVocational-AgricultureTeachers-Association

Congratulations to
Merie Linegar for
winning the Outstanding Cooperation Award at Region I Conference.
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