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Graduations have come and gone. We have submitted our final grades for the year. Our classrooms are cleaned
up (maybe), and we have gone through our administrator’s checkoff procedures, including our Talent Ed Final
Observation/Self Reflection Assessment meetings. It’s time for a vacation…right?
If only that were true for us Ag Teachers! What the last week really looked like is probably more like this:
You attended graduation and perhaps a senior graduation party or two.
You stayed up all evening to grade the authentic assessments that you have worked to put together to serve
as finals for all of your classes so that you can get your grades in on time, while at the same time thinking why didn’t you just give a true/false scantron assessment like 90% of the other teachers in your
school.
You met with your administrator for your final evaluation meeting, but also had the opportunity to overhear
many of your staff members plans for the summer that includes travel to exotic locations, family trips
to Disney Land or Yellowstone.
Instead of handing in your keys for the summer, you handed out a summer calendar to all of your students
showing that you were willing to spend way more days than you will be paid for working with them to
ensure that their wide variety of SAE are ready to be shown off at the county fair.
You have scheduled transportation and lodging for all of your summer travel to judging clinics and contests,
officer retreats and leadership camps.
You’ve made your hotel reservations for state fair, or will soon.
Your room is not cleaned out, much to the dismay of your custodial staff, as you will be using your room for
scheduled days to work on AET with your students, set up decorations for your fair displays, etc.
The list goes on, and on, and on…This is the end of the year as we know it. It isn’t glamorous. It is the type of
work that makes your administrator comment to you during that final meeting something to the effect of, “I
don’t know how or why you do this to yourself.”
I am guessing that I am not the only one that “wrapped” the year up this way. In fact, I would almost guarantee
that I am in the majority of our group that did something similar to this last week. We work hard, and we work
hard year round. But our efforts are known. They are seen and they matter. What we do is important, so we
continue to do it, knowing that as we burn the candle at both ends, there
is real risk of burning it out completely. So we find that time, just a little
bit, to relax and unwind. We do what we can to recharge the batteries,
and we move forward.
This next week, we will convene in Eagle Point for our Summer Conference. This is an opportunity to learn from our colleagues, and begin to
focus on how we can continue to meet the mission that we chose to enforce when we chose to become Agricultural Educators. I am looking forward to sharing time with you this next week as we learn from each other,
celebrate those that have sought recognition for their efforts in the classroom and beyond, and welcome new teachers to our profession.
This will be my last column for the Ol’ Yeller. Thank you for allowing me to
serve you this last year as president. I have learned from you, and hope
that I have represented you all well. I look forward to my continued involvement in leadership over the next year, and hopefully beyond in some
manner. Thank you for the opportunity!
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NAAE Region I & the Last Frontier
Region I Conference in Fairbanks, AK
The month of May has always proven to be a busy
month for the life of an agriculture teacher. Spring
CDE’s, banquet preparations, and trying to tie-up the
dozens of loose-ends before students leave, just to name
a few. A few Oregon agriculture teachers managed to
sneak away at the end of the month to attend the NAAE
Region I Conference in Fairbanks, Alaska.
Five Oregon agricultural educators attended the conference with nearly 70 other educators from across the region. Kevin Fox, Alaska FFA Executive Director, led the
four-day conference. Alaska is home to 18 agriculture
programs, nearly double the number in the last five
years since Mr. Fox took his position as director. Many
programs have a heavy emphasis on natural resources
and agriscience and is home to hundreds of homeschooled students who are enrolled in agriculture courses. Teachers met with last year’s Alaska State President
who’s SAE included giving tours of a reindeer farm in the
town of North Pole.
Along with rigorous workshops, the conference hosted
numerous educational workshops that one would experience in the Last Frontier. A tour of the states Pipeline
Training Center, caribou farms, distillery operations, peony farms, geothermic power and hydroponics were
amongst the tours provided. With Alaska’s short growing season, producers shared the pro’s and con’s how to
best utilize the state’s unique environment.
Many in attendance took an extra couple days to take-in
Alaska’s natural resource and agritourism industries.
Region I Conference will be held next year in Las Vegas,
Nevada.

Tours at the Fairbanks Pipeline Training Center

Artic Alaska Peonies

Oregon contingency at the Chena Hot Springs Ice Museum

Jeff Papke evaluating a class of reindeer.
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Oregon FFA Update
Lee Letsch, Oregon FFA Executive Secretary
Congratulations on what I hope was a successful school year! It my sincere hope, that you are able to spend time with
friends and family this summer as we head into a time filled with professional development, project visits, and fairs.
As you have seen Oregon FFA has gone through a period of change the past couple of months, and the coming months
will be no different...
Shawn Dooley was hired as the CEO for Oregon FFA the week of State Convention. Shawn is managing the staff and
coordinating the work of the Oregon FFA Association, Oregon FFA Foundation, and Oregon FFA Alumni—three entities
that have previously operated independently but with parallel aims. He reports to the newly established Oregon FFA
Joint Board, which is made up of representatives of the Association, Foundation, and Alumni, and a PSO representative.
Brooke Broadbent left her position as the Association Administrative Assistant the end of May to spend the summer
with family and focusing on her photography business prior to moving to Wisconsin in September to help her new
nephew and be a full time photographer. If you see her around this summer, please wish her well in her new adventures, we have no doubt that she is going to do great.
We are in the process of hiring for a career and leadership development coordinator for the Association as well as a
summer intern. Look for more information regarding this positions in your email, online, or through Facebook.
State Fair is coming quickly. All state fair materials are available on the Oregon FFA Website. Please let us know if you
have questions or need additional resources.
As always, as we wrap up the school year and prepare the contact list for the next year, make
sure that you update your school and personal contact information on the google sheet that has
been shared with each of you so that we can make sure that we have the correct information in
the system.
Thank you again to each of you for the support and guidance you have provided on committees,
as event coordinators or assistants, or just replying to emails from each of our staff members. We know that you have busy days and we appreciate everything you do.

Join the NAAE Virtual Book Club!
The NAAE Virtual Book Club is a fun way for agricultural educators to personalize their professional development. NAAE members can participate in the Virtual Book Club and earn professional development credit or CEU's.
Summer 2019 participants will read Make Learning Magical by
Tisha Richmond. You can purchase the book at your local
bookstore, or Amazon or Barnes and Noble. Hard copies and electronic versions are available.
https://www.naae.org/profdevelopment/bookclub.cfm
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State Leaders Attend SAE For All Training in Boise
Six Oregon agriculture teachers, along with state staff, attended a two-day SAE For All training
in Boise, Idaho earlier this month. The objective of the training was to educate teachers about
the SAE For All initiative and assist them in developing an implementation plan to take back to
their respective states. SAE For ALL is an initiative created by The Council for Agricultural Education aimed at created SAE’s for every student enrolled in an agriculture course. The initiative
acknowledges the importance of traditional SAE’s including placement, entrepreneurship and
research, but emphasizes strategies to engage non-traditional students in SAE’s with emersion
SAE’s. Though awards and degrees are important to many programs, the SAE For All program
encourages teachers to put the goals and vision of their students first when developing an SAE
that is right for them. The Council is working with AET to ensure the record book system mirrors the need of the new campaign. Oregon’s SAE For All team includes Dan McNary, Daniel
Bolen, Ashley Florence, Julie Harris, Braden Groth, Jeff Papke and Lee Letsch. State leaders will
roll out the SAE For All training in Fall of 2019.

Summer is here! Now what?
Your grades are submitted, graduation has come and gone and soon Summer Conference will
be behind us. Now what?
Relax! Take time for yourself, family and friends. Block out time in your calendar for
some R&R.
PD So much professional development for agriculture teachers! CASE institutes, shop
seminars, industry tours, the list goes on.
Summer Cleaning Do your classroom closets still contain slide carousels (young pups
may need to refer to Don Schmidt for further details)? Do you have master copies of curriculum
from a ditto machine (again, see Don)? Do you have multiple copies of the textbook “The Boy’s
Workshop Companion”? If you answered yes to any of these questions, it may be time to do
some summer cleaning.
Stage your Calendar Take time this summer to put all of the upcoming year’s dates in your
planner. School dates, sports, FFA, PD, Perkins, personal/family, put it all in there!
Advisory Committee Summer is a great time to meet
with your advisory committee. With potential Pathway
and M98 funding coming down the pipeline, this is a
must.
Personal Projects Are you tired of staring at your
$1000 4K television sitting on twenty dollars of cinder
blocks and 2x12’s? Fix it!
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Tip Corner
Our FFA members put in a lot of
hard work. Recognize them with a
Member of the Month award!
Share your member of the month
on social media, in the daily bulletin, on the reader board...make it a
big deal! If possible, partner with
a local diner or coffee shop and
award your member with a small
gift card. At the end of the year,
recognize members of the month
at the chapter banquet.
**Have an innovative strategy or tip you wish to share? Submit it with a brief
description to Braden Groth along with a picture!**

Oregon House Passes HB2444
Moves to Senate for Vote
On Thursday, June 13th, the Oregon House of Representatives passed House Bill 2444 with a
vote of 60-0. FFA members, teachers and supporters in the House gallery, were ‘hopeful’ the bill
would pass, but hesitant to use the word ‘likely’ since it came out of committee. When the vote
was read aloud by House Speaker Kotek, folks in the gallery could feel the air sucked out of the
room with gasps of elation. Truly an exciting day for FFA members to be a part of!
But there is still work to do. The bill now
moves to the Senate for approval. Just as
so many people reached out to representatives to tell their story and encourage a ‘yes’
vote, the same must happen for members of
the Senate, but in a much shorter time
frame. The Senate vote could come early
as the middle of this week! It is imperative teachers, FFA members, parents,
school administrators, Alumni, industry partners, everyone reach out to your senators.
A complete list of senators can be found at
www.oregonlegislature.gov/senate.
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Puppy in the Window
Justin Hulse, Glide High School
Justin Hulse is no stranger to agriculture, agricultural education and FFA. Mr. Hulse graduated from
Crater High School in 2000 and was an active member of the Crater FFA Chapter participating in Livestock Judging, Agricultural Sales and Agricultural Issues. After showing Cattle, sheep and goats, Justin
was recognized as the Oregon FFA Star in Agribusiness.
Mr. Hulse is a product of industry. After attending college at Lassen Community College and judging for
the livestock team, Justin worked for Boise Cascade for seven years and later took a job as the manager
at the Douglas County Farmer’s Co-Op Bulk Grain Facility. After years in the industry, Justin decided to
dedicate his career to the profession that molded him as a
young man – agricultural education.
Justin recently finished his first year teaching at Glide High
School where he teaches, Ag I, Ag II, Advanced Agriculture,
Animal Science, Plant Science and a middle school agriculture course. Justin’s says his biggest accomplishment this
year was placing second in the beginning rituals competition with his son, Josh, as the greenhand president. His
son is also the newly elected chapter vice president.
His biggest advice to first year teachers? “You must have
classroom management under control in your classroom
and always have a plan where you are headed.” We agree
with you, Josh! Welcome to the profession.

Save the Date!!
Fall OATA Conference

NAAE Conference

October 11th

December 3-7

Location TBA

Anaheim, CA
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Thank you!!

2018-2019 OATA Leadership
President
Dan McNary, Crook County High School
1100 SE Lnn Blvd.
Prineville, OR 97754
541.416.6904
dan.mcnary@crookcounty.k12.or.us
President-Elect
Jeff Papke, Mountain View High School
2755 NE 27th St
Bend, OR 97701
541.355.4482
jeff.papke@bend.k12.or.us
Past President
Toby Koehn, Joseph High School
PO Box 787
Joseph, OR 97846
541.432.7221
toby.koehn@staff.josephcharter.org
Secretary/Treasurer
Chelcee Mansfield, Union High School
PO Box 908
Union, OR 97883
541.562.5166 x251
chelsee.mansfield@unionsd5.org
Newsletter Editor
Braden W. Groth, Elkton High School
PO Box 390
Elkton, OR 97436
541.584.2228 x214
braden.groth@elkton.k12.or.us

OATA members, thank you for allowing me to serve as your
newsletter editor for the past two years. I am forever grateful for the opportunity and am so fortunate to be surrounded
by a group of colleagues I call my
closest friends. I encourage all of
you to get involved with leadership
and stay active professionally here
in our state and at the national level. OATA is a flagship amongst other
state associations and it is due to
hard work and dedication we all put
in everyday. I’m looking forward to
serving you in the future. Have a
great summer!
-Braden Groth, Newsletter Editor

The Meme Contest
Winter newsletter winner: Jared Collins, Yamhill-Carlton HS

www.ovata.org

This edition’s meme:

Newsletter Contributors:

Jared Collins
Braden Groth
Lee Letsch
Dan McNary

Meme entries can be submitted through email to
Braden Groth
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