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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

Right now, we find ourselves in the first weeks of school, meeting new
students and welcoming old ones.
By now, we are quickly getting back into ‘teaching shape,’ and breaking
our voices back in for a bit more talking than we’ve been doing all summer.
And now, we are becoming (painfully) reacquainted with procedures
and paperwork hoops that we forgot how to do (or that we should do
them at all) since last year.
With all the excitement and energy of the new school year, we quickly wrap ourselves up in the
day-to-day, leadership camp preparations, football concessions, shop safety tests and syllabus
signatures. But now is the time to tell our story.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

You might say this is a message around advocacy. Advocacy is a word that makes us uncertain. We feel we don’t have the connections, the political savviness, or the knowledge required
to sell it. It is abstract; it is beyond our abilities as agricultural educators; we don’t have time to
figure it out.

President’s Message

1

Fortunately, it doesn’t have to be this way.

Summer Changes

2

Pinterest Resources

2

Oregon FFA Update

3

Summer Conference 4
Fall Conference

5

Food Challenge

6

Puppy in the
Window

6

Idea Toolbox

7

Caption Contest

7

The bottom line is this - you have great things happening in your school. Every AST program
can point to good things that are happening. Each FFA chapter has a record of involvement
that better prepares its members - you know it’s true. And everyone else needs to know about
it too.
It is correct to say we have a strong base of support. Many present-day agriculturalists were
Future Farmers once. Numerous parents have had sons and daughters wear the corduroy
home (and then had to figure out how to clean it). However, not everyone has this experience.
There are many, many more who don’t know what agricultural education education is today, or
its importance.
And sometimes the folks we think know us, don’t. This revelation came, as the best ones do,
the hard way. Last winter I was invited to speak to the County Farm bureau as their monthly
meeting speaker and give an update as to what the local ag programs and FFA chapters were
doing. The meeting went well, and I thought nothing of it when I left to head to the evening
FFA chapter meeting back at the high school.
What came the next day caught me off guard. I received a thank you email from the Farm Bureau president, and in the short note he mentioned that many members present were interested to learn what we had discussed and they didn’t realize all that FFA members and ag programs today do.
That casual comment hit me like a ton of bricks. If the Douglas County Farm Bureau - a group
of production agriculturalists - didn’t know all the diverse things that high school AST programs
were doing today (and to be fair, most of the folks came from communities that have no ag programs, but they are right next door to ours) how can we expect the general public - and specifically the urban population - to be in the know and on board?
(Continued on page 7)
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Summer Changes
The summers of an Agriculture Teacher are unlike teachers of other subject areas. Our
summers are filled with SAE visits, livestock shows, county/state fairs, national CDE
preparations, and professional development conferences. During this time many of our
peers also made career moves. We also welcome the first year teachers into our profession!
Cove - Cara Ayres

South Umpqua - Katie Partlow

Glide - Kristina Haug

Lost River - Priscilla Hale

Phoenix – Hillary Walkup

Colton - Lupe Hobgood (moved from Myrtle
Point)

Weston McEwen - Ashley Florence
Dallas - Ryan Rowley (moved from Sheridan)
Sheridan – David Neese (moved from Lost River)
Elgin - Daniel Bolen (moved from Colton)
Central - Lynn Letsch
Willamina - Kurt Neville (moved from Central)
Grant Union - Adam Ineck (Moved from Idaho)
Joseph - Toby Koehn (moved from Cove)
Santiam Christian - Carrie Carson (returned after
a year)
North Marion - Tricia Stoddard
Scio - Krysta Schmidt
Prairie City - Nicole Merchant

Oakland - Rachel Kostman (moved from
Phoenix)

Pinterest in the Classroom
Did you know there are Ag Teaching board on Pinterest! It is filled with ideas ranging
from classroom activities, FFA ideas, welding projects, and more! Here are a few
exciting things pinned! The images are linked to their pin on Pinterest!
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Oregon FFA Update
Lee Letsch | Oregon FFA Leadership Director
Welcome back to another school year for most
of you and the start of a new job for some. This
past year has been no different than the past
two years as we have continued to grow in the
size of our membership, chapters, and stakeholders. With the continued funding and support of the Oregon FFA Foundation we have
been able to continually grow as an association.
In the past couple of weeks and months we have
been going through some changes including
staffing and office locations. As many of you are
aware, Marty Campbell, resigned as the Oregon
FFA Leadership Director in July to pursue his rodeo announcing and spend more time with his
family, we wish him the very best. Emily Kraxberger, who has been with us the past two years
as our Membership and Alumni Intern will be
staying with us as our Administrative Assistant
and will be taking on more duties within the association as well as the foundation. We have
also just completed an office move from Strand
Ag Hall to Bexell Hall and are working on getting everything organized.
Oregon has 63 students who will be receiving
their American Degrees at National Convention,
one proficiency finalists, three agriscience fair
project finalists and 25 career development
teams participating at the national level.
State Officers well into the start of leadership
tour and only have a couple of camps left to go.

You will be contacted by the officer team two
weeks, one week,
and the day prior
to your visit. You
are responsible for
housing the night
before your assigned date. (Officers are to be housed together
in same home. If you have problems with housing contact the office.) You need to also plan for
meals for officers while at your school. There
are times when officers are in your area that
they may need housing for the weekend if it is
available.
Dr. Reynold Gardner, State Advisor and I are currently working with multiple high school programs that have an approved program of study
and are interested in the addition of an FFA
chapter in their program, we have already chartered Ione and are currently working with South
Umpqua to complete their paperwork as well for
this school year.
Again, we are excited about the direction our
association is continuing to push towards and
are available to assist with and/or answer any
questions you may have.
-

Lee

Join us for the 2014 NAAE Convention in Nashville
Take part in professional development to transform your agriculture classroom!
Over 60 innovative learning sessions presented by agricultural educators for
agricultural educators will invigorate you and improve student success. Last year
Oregon had the strongest showing in our region, with 22 of us in representation!

November 18-22, 2014
Find more information here
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Summer Conference a Success
Bibiana Gifft | OVATA Newsletter Editor
Did you know that in addition to the famous potato, Idaho grows over
70% of temperate sweet corn seed in the world? These facts, along with
other conversations were had at the 2014 Summer Conference in Ontario,
Oregon.
The
Treasure
Valley
C o m m u ni ty
Co l l e g e
cafeteria was packed with Agriculture Instructors from the pacific shores
of Oregon to the eastern border of Idaho. This was the first OVATA/
IVATA Summer Conference, and indeed a successful one.
Tuesday morning kicked off Summer Conference with combined OregonIdaho workshops at TVCC. Workshops ranged from GIS/GPS Applications
in Ag/Natural Resources, and AET award applications, to a workshop at TVCC’s livestock barn on Horse Training: Foundation to Finish,
by TVCC’s Equine & Horse Skills Instructor, Wade Black. After many door prizes were distributed, everyone headed to the wellplanned and interesting tours. Bayer Seed, and Parma Ag Experiment Station proved to be tours that ag teachers won’t forget. The
tour included the entire facility, along with a dinner ending at Bayer Seed. A few Oregon ag teachers were even seen later in the
evening competing in a trap shoot.
On Wednesday Oregon ag teachers came together at Ontario High School for other workshops and meetings. Workshops included a
very informative greenhouse best practices session with Kristin Kostman (Crater), and teachers were able to start the creation of their
very own chapter website with Wes Crawford (Sutherlin) in his workshop on website building. For those interested in an in-depth
look at teaching retail meat identification, along with other parts of meat science, there was an extended workshop offered by Raymon Smith (past Glide
AST instructor). Snapshot workshops, consisting of 30 minute workshops, were
even offered—including beekeeping SAE ideas, advocacy plans, proficiencybased grading, and using music to transform your classroom were a few of the
many snapshot workshops offered. The workshops this year were high quality,
beneficial, and there was a variety to choose from.
We finished off a fabulous Summer Conference with our banquet, and a
“Roast” of Dr. Thompson. He was presented with an engraved wooden plaque
that included the names of every student he has had that became a teacher. It
is entitled, “A Teacher of Teachers.” I would not be teaching if it wasn’t for Dr.
Thompson, and I know I am not alone. Thank you Dr. Thompson for everything
you have done for our profession. You will be greatly missed, but we can’t
think of anyone more deserving of retirement as you.

2014 OVATA Award Winners
Program of the Year— Sutherlin High School
Outstanding Teacher— JD Cant, Imbler HS
Young Member— Meghan Biggs, Henley HS
Ideas Unlimited— Scott Towery, Silverton HS
Lifetime Achievement— Dr. Greg Thompson, OSU
Outstanding Service— Les Linegar, Ontario HS
Whitman Award—JD Cant, Imbler HS
Administrator— Doug Hislop, Imbler HS

2014-15 OVATA Officers
President— Wes Crawford, Sutherlin HS
President Elect— Kristin Kostman, Crater HS
Secretary/Treasurer— Nichole Gregory, Madras HS
Newsletter Editor— Bibiana Gifft, Crane HS
Past President—JD Cant, Imbler HS

Dr. Thompson receiving an engraved plaque thanking him for his service to
Agricultural Education and being a mentor to so many.
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OVATA Fall Conference
Fall Conference
Registration is
NOW OPEN.
Visit
OVATA.org to
register

October 10, 2014

Redmond High School
Redmond, Oregon
October 9-10, 2014

Did You Know???
The OVATA
Listserv is one
place you want
your email to be.
A moderated
group, only
pertinent
information
makes its way to
your inbox. Be in
the loop for
conferences,
important notices,
and more.
Where Do I Sign
Up?
Head to
www.ovata.org
and click the link
on the left!

Redmond High School, Redmond, Oregon
Sleep Inn
$89/night + tax
1847 Hwy 97, Redmond, Oregon
541-504-1500—Rooms available now.
Thursday evening dinner at Ranch at the Canyons
Tentative Session Topics:
Vet Science Certification, Plasma CAM/CNC, LPS,
Inquiry, Instructional Strategies, and more!

REGISTER HERE
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Les Schwab Food Challenge Re-initiated
Oregon FFA has been brainstorming ideas on how to improve our partnership with Les Schwab Tires, and we are
pleased to announce that the Food Challenge has been re-initiated. Foundation Director, Kevin White, recently sent
out an email announcing this to all Agriculture Instructors.
The food drive may include :


Adopt a Les Schwab Store



Drop locations at stores, heavy lifting done by members



Foundation will provide branded collection bags and media kits



Photo ops with FFA chapters and their adopted Les Schwab at the
completion of the drive

Be ready to gear up your students and make this food drive a success. Oregon FFA has
received a
tremendous amount of support from Les Schwa, and other businesses, and this is our way to not only give back to Les
Schwab but to give back to our communities. This is our chance to make another difference in our community, and to
show a donor that FFA truly is appreciative of Les Schwab’s continued support.

Puppy in the Window!
Meet someone new in the OVATA community

Meet the new AST Instructor at Prairie City, Nicole Merchant.
When thinking about what to do after college, Nicole started
thinking about some of her memorable experiences in high
school, and her thoughts went directly to what we hope would
be of all students, “I kept coming
back to my high school ag
classes and FFA. I had been told
several times I would make a
good teacher, so I decided to
give being an ag teacher a try.”

Nicole Merchant,
Prairie City

Nicole knew she wanted to teach
in a small school in Rural Eastern
Oregon, and liked the idea of
small class sizes. She grew up in
Baker, and knew right away that
Prairie City would be an excellent
fit for her. Growing up around
ranching, Nicole had a strong
SAE project in beef production;
Livestock production is an
expertise she hopes to use to
improve the Prairie City Program.
Nicole would also like to see her students more
involved in their community.

“Our plan is to rebuild the program from the ground up, so we

will become more active at the local level, then go from there.
Community and pride are a big thing for my students,” says
Nicole about her future plans for the program.
Cooperating teacher, Toby Koehn (at Cove at the time, now at
Joseph) taught Nicole some valuable lessons. “The one thing
that sticks out the most is how important it is to build
relationships with the students, school, and community. He
showed me without support and good connections it is hard
to build a successful program.”
Becoming a more effective teacher is one of Nicole’s
professional goals.
She plans to be very involved in
professional development.
“I have discovered it is easy to overwhelm myself with
projects for work,” she says. With that in mind, she plans to
work hard to balance her roles as a teacher/FFA advisor with
her home life.
When asked about advice she’s willing to share with us,
Nicole said to “always take time to listen to your students, the
staff at the school and the community. The best way to play
the game of politics is to smile and nod and never say
anything out loud about someone that you wouldn’t want
them to hear. Finally, at the end of the day you just have to
close the doors and know that everything will be there
tomorrow for you to continue to work on.”
Welcome to the profession Nicole!

Idea Toolbox
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Five Curriculum Resources Posted Right Now at
NAAE’s Communities of Practice (click to see):
2013-2014 OVATA Leadership
President
Wes Crawford, Sutherlin High School
500 E Fourth Ave
Sutherlin, OR 97479
541.459.9551
wes.crawford@sutherlin.k12.or.us

1—Parli Pro E-Bulletin—free tutorial that keeps you up-to-date on
relevant Parli Pro concepts.
2—Ag Exchange Box—Join the Ag Exchange Box and send agriculture items from your area to a chapter in another state—and
receive on from them.
3—Small Engines—Small engines list of tools and other items.
4—New Horizons Teaching Guide Fall 2014—Guide for the New
Horizons Fall 2014 edition.
5—Classroom Organization—Ideas for organizing a classroom for
less stress on you.

President-Elect
Kristin Kostman, Crater High School
655 N 3rd St
Central Point, OR
541.493.6300
kristin.kostman@district6.org
Past President
J.D. Cant, Imbler High School
P.O. Box 164
Imbler, OR 97841
541.534.5331
jdcant@imbler.k12.or.us
Secretary/Treasurer
Nichole Scholz, Madras High School
390 SE 10th St
Madras, OR 97741
541.475.4265
nichole.scholz@madras.k12.or.us

President’s Message (Continued from page 1)
The public knows what it sees. Our Farm Bureau members knew their
own experiences, the fair projects they see in August, and the local
tractor certification day we partner with them on. But it’s our job to ensure everyone can understand all the different components and benefits of a complete agricultural science & technology program.

Newsletter Editor
Bibiana Gifft, Crane Union High School
P.O. Box 828
Crane, OR 97732
541.493.2641
gifftb@harneyesd.k12.or.us

http://www.ovata.org

So friends, it’s time to tell our story. Let this month mark the beginning
of a groundswell of good news, media attention, participation in community groups, social media explosions, and whatever it takes to get
our story out. A little contribution from you, your students, your Alumni, and your partners can go a long way.
Because we know that when everyone can see what your program
does for students, they will be on board. And then we can really start
going places.

CAPTION CONTEST!
Send in your best caption for this photo and we’ll

Last Winner
“If I’m an oreo goat, what happened
to my other half?!”

Read more of A Day in The
Life of an Ag Teacher by
Wes Crawford and other AST
Instructors here:
http://communities.naae.org/
blogs/dayinthelife/authors

